PLOA BoD Meeting Minutes
May 14, 2011

Attendees:  Hal, Ed, Jim, Dave, Al
Reports:


President's Report

· Hal provided an update on the proposed Perch River Culvert replacement project on FR 2130.  The NFS declared that a categorical exclusion was applicable to the project and therefore an EA to study the potential impact on the lake level was not required. However, the NFS will need a permit from the state.  Jim Caron of the MI-DNR indicated that the permit would require an assessment of potential impact on the lake level and the surrounding wetlands.  During the permitting process we would have an opportunity to comment and request a public hearing to advocate the need for a study of the potential impact on the lake level. 
· An outline of an EWM response plan was provided and will be used for discussion at the annual meeting to determine if the members want to create a fund for the purpose of responding to EWM should it be found in the lake.


Secretaries Report

· Mary Bissey was not present but requested permission to purchase more PLOA hats which was approved by the board.

Treasurer's Report

· Liz Quinn was not present but reported that we have a balance of $3,215.86 in our account.  Expenses from Dave Foster who attended the annual MLSA meeting on behalf of the association have yet to be included and will be approximately $400. 

· Dues renewals will be owed at the annual meeting in July. Liz suggested that a reminder should be communicated in the next newsletter prior to the annual meeting if possible.

Lake Mgmt Report

· Jim Novitski discussed the need to increase our annual funding to help support ongoing water quality monitoring and attendance of the annual MLSA meeting.  We discussed sending only a single representative to future MLSA meetings and to investigate the steps necessary to becoming a charitable organization so that donations would be tax deductible.  

· The aquatic plant survey has been over half completed with 20+ species identified.


Communication Committee Report

· Tom Haight indicated that the PLOA newsletter template was now ready for continual use.  He has received positive feedback on the first edition and has received photos from members to be used in future editions. 

· Tom purchased more PLOA member signs and mailed several to Liz Quinn to be provided to new members. 

Old Business:

· The board suggested we approach Michelle Halley to get an estimate of the cost for legal support to respond to the state permitting process for the Perch River culvert replacement project in order to advocate the need for a study of the potential impact on the lake level. 

New Business:

· Dave Crowe provided a summary of the MLSA meeting

· The annual meeting was set for Saturday, July 2nd from 2-4 to give more people an opportunity to arrive in the morning and still make the meeting. Al Madsen will host the meeting again this year.  Possible speakers to be contacted to present at the annual meeting were Jo Latimore of MSU on the CLMP program and Ralph Bednarz the retiring CLMP program manager. A picnic will follow to be hosted at the Quinn's camp immediately after the mtg.
· It was recommended that Hal write an article for the next newsletter that summarizes the many successes of the association over the past 4 years to help members understand the level of activity being expended on their behalf and that their dues are being efficiently and effectively managed. 

