Minutes
Perch Lake Owner’s Association

Board of Directors – June 6, 2009
Board members present:  Mary Bissey, Dave Crow, Tom Haight, Jim Novitski, Hal Petrimoulx, Terry Read, Ed Scanlan, Chuck Swatek, Carl Treankler.  Visitors present:  Al Madsen, Chris Quinn, Melissa Scanlan, Tom Petersen.
The meeting was called to order by Hal Petrimoulx at about 9:00 AM.  All members were present.  The agenda was approved.  
The minutes of the October 15, 2008 Board of Directors meeting was reviewed and approved as read.

Annual meeting planning:  The Quinns and the Madsens have offered to host the annual meeting, and a social potluck following.  The hosts will provide burgers/brats and buns, soft drinks, paper goods, condiments and chairs.  Those attending should bring a dish to pass.  Hall will send out notice to all members and ask for a count of those attending.  The Board thanked the Quinns and the Madsens for their generosity in hosting the upcoming meeting.
Officers and committee reports:  

President’s report:  Draft of issues to present at annual meeting July 3.
Treasurer’s report:  Terry reported a balance of $1265.88.  Terry will send a request for dues to all members prior to the annual meeting.

Lake Management committee:  Jim Novitski reported that the NFS has planned no projects for this year; a tally of rusty crayfish caught would be helpful for the NFS and DNR biologists.  He also noted that vegetation is coming back in parts of the lake – perhaps the result of trapping 

crayfish, or part of a natural cycle.  The Board supports continued trapping of rusty crayfish.

Jim reported that prior to applying for grants to help with invasive species a survey of the lake with a DNR representative would be required.  He will investigate what is required for the survey.


Jim attended a meeting in February of the Western UP Citizens Advisory Committee (to the DNR).  A major topic was the lack of stocking in area lakes.

Communications committee:  Tom Haight recommends that each paid membership in the PLOA receive a driveway sign.  Extra signs are available to buy at $10 each.

Unfinished business:

Tshirts:  Mary will bring samples of polo shirts and t-shirts to the annual meeting so that orders can be taken.

Notre Dame research:  This research may not be able to continue without financial support.  The Association is unable to provide any money to support it, but individual contributions may be accepted.  Ed Scanlan will announce that need and research funding opportunity at the annual meeting.
New business:
Annual meeting:  Hal questioned if we need additional liability insurance to protect the association in the event of an accident at the annual meeting.  Davie and Jim will investigate single event options, and also the need for Errors and Omissions insurance.  


All agreed that a speaker should be found who could present information about the mining exploration issues.

Mining exploration update:  Melissa Scanlan, Founder and Senior Counsel, Midwest Environmental Advocates explained issues and processes relative to the proposed mining exploration in the Bates parcel by Kennecott mining.  


Another guest, Tom Petersen, former manager of the Empire Mine and president of Citizens for Responsible Mining (upmining.org) also provided information about the prospecting and mining process and what might be expected if the mine is approved.


The Board determined that the following steps will be taken to respond to the prospecting request:

1) Prepare to use Section 202 of the pending Federal Hard Rock Mining Act to request a tribe to sponsor a petition for exclusion of the Bates parcel (Hal)

2) Ask the NFS to add a stipulation removing all remote habitat areas from the prospecting request. (Ed)

3) Prepare a plan of action in anticipation of the 30 day comment period following the release of the Environmental Assessment August 15.  (Tom)

4) Encourage interested members to visit the Ironwood NFS office to meet the team involved and view the file.  (Hal)

In view of the late hour the Board postponed the remainder of the agenda, with the exception of a report by Dave Crowe of certain items from his attendance at the MLSA conference.

He has enrolled the association in a program to measure the water quality of the lake weekly.  Participating in this study is a prerequisite to further studies that could be of benefit to the lake.

The meeting was adjourned at about 1:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Bissey, Secretary

