Minutes
Perch Lake Owner’s Association

Board of Directors – May 24, 2008
Board members present:  Mary Bissey, Tom Haight, Jim Novitski, Hal Petrimoulx, Terry Read, Ed Scanlan,Chuck Swatek, Carl Treankler.  Not present: Dave Crowe.

The meeting was called to order by Hal Petrimoulx at about 8:30 AM.  A quorum was present.  The agenda was approved with no additions.  
The minutes of the October 20, 2007 Board of Directors meetings were reviewed and approved as read.

President’s report:  Hal attempted to contact a representative of GLIFWIC, but has not received a response. 


Hal has added a link to GLIFWIC on the Perch Lake website.  Suggestions for other links should be send to Hal and he will post them.


He has had no further contact with the Notre Dame scientists.

Treasurer’s  report:  Terry reported a disbursement of $50 to pay for membership in MLSA.  Current balance is $835.88.  


Dues will be due and payable at the annual meeting in July. 

Secretary’s report:  Mary has located a resource for designing a logo and producing caps/tshirts/sweatshirts for purchase or to give away.  She will email the logo to Board members for approval when it is complete and will attempt to have caps available at the annual meeting. 
Committee reports:

Lake Management Committee:  Jim has called the DNR in Marquette to request Perch Lake fish survey results.

Jim reported there has been no action on changing the size limit for Northerns.


The recommendation made earlier by the Board that a sign be posted at the campground landing re: removing rock bass was not condoned by the DNR.   The DNR is satisfied with the state of the fish population in the lake.


Jim urges all to be alert for Eurasion Water Millfoil.  The Forest Service has reportedly  seen this invasive species in scattered locations in Perch Lake.

Communication Committee:  Tom received no input for the newsletter proposed by the Board in October, therefore no newsletter was produced.  The group agreed that the website can function as a newsletter.
Unfinished business:

1) Terry was authorized to renew our membership in MLSA.  The Board also agreed in concept with funding, or partially funding, the expenses of a representative to attend the MLSA annual meeting.  
2) No further development is known about the organization of the Iron County Association of Lake Associations.  Terry will stay in touch with organizers and will attend meetings on our behalf.

New Business:

1) Bates Township rezoning proposal:  Ed Scanlan made the following motion:  That the Perch Lake Owners Association send a letter opposing the rezoning proposal; specifically we oppose reduction of the lake frontage width requirements and we oppose allowing condominium developments.  Tom Haight seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Terry will attend the public hearing on the rezoning scheduled for June 2 and present the letter.

2) There is a vacancy for Vice President in the MLSA.  Anyone interested in serving in that group could contact Hal for more information. 

3) DNR baitfish regulations were reviewed.  Fishermen should buy only from a MI registered seller, and keep the receipt available to present to Conservation officers.  It is ok to trap your own minnows in the lake.  These restrictions are necessary to stop the spread of the vhs virus.  This information should be posted to the PLOA website. 
4) Hal was contacted by the Cooperative Weed and Pest Management organization.  There is no financial commitment, and it seems worthwhile to create a relationship with this organization.  Ed Scanlan made the motion that the PLOA join the group.  Carl Treakler seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

5) Two to three new Board members must be elected at the Annual Meeting to replace the four existing officers.  The president would remain on the BoD for another two year period.   The three other officers will step down as required by the bylaws.  All officers can be re-nominated to serve again.  Nominations will be solicited at the Annual Meeting.  All current officers agreed to have their names be put into nomination to serve another term.

6) Annual Meeting, July 5, Iron River Township Hall.  Terry will send a letter to all members and potential members announcing the meeting and soliciting dues. Proposed agenda items are as follows:

a. Guest speaker on the topic of Eurasian Water Millfoil.  Terry will contact possible speakers.

b. Hats and t-shirts, if available.

c. Review Rusty Crayfish reports, and the report on the fish population.

d. Report on the rezoning proposal.

e. Report on the associations we have joined.

7) Other new business:

a. Jim will gather more information on requirements for fishing tournaments.  Permission from the DNR and Forest Service is required for an official tournament, but social groups may be using Perch Lake for smaller private tournaments.  The Board is concerned that these tournaments be “catch and release” to minimize impact on the fish population.

b. Comments were shared about the condition of the boat ramp at the campground.  The Board does not feel improvements are desirable, or necessary.

The meeting was adjourned about 11:00 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Bissey,Secretary

