Minutes
Perch Lake Owner’s Association

Board of Directors – October 20, 2007
Board members present:  Mary Bissey, Dave Crowe, Tom Haight, Hal Petrimoulx, Terry Read, Chuck Swatek.  Not present:  Jim Novitski, Ed Scanlan, Carl Treankler.

The meeting was called to order by Hal Petrimoulx at about 9:00 AM.  A quorum was present.  The agenda was approved with no additions.  
The minutes of the 2006 Annual Meeting and the minutes of the July 2, 2007 Board of Directors meetings were reviewed and approved as read.

Review actions and decisions since prior meeting:

1) Modification of the bylaws is complete.

2) Letter concerning planting wild rice was sent.  Tom received a response saying that the wild rice planting project would not be pursued at this time.

3) Hal reported that the paperwork required for the Association to join the MLSA is complete.   Terry will submit the application.  Cost is estimated to be about $95.00
4) Hal received a research report from Notre Dame University regarding fish population and rusty crayfish levels.  The study concluded that rock bass are an important predator of rusty crayfish and that killing the rock bass should be discouraged.  Hal will ask Jim Novitski to send a letter to the Kenton Forest Service District Office asking them to put a sign at the campground landing encouraging people not to kill rock bass.

5) Website enhancements:  Hal plans to put up a “swap” page for use by Perch Lake owners, and also links to other sites with data and information pertinent to lake association issues.

Presidents report:  Hal will contact GLIFWC for representative to attend an upcoming meeting.

Treasurer’s  report:  Current balance is $950.88.  A recent mailing did not elicit any new members.  The current level of about half of eligible property owners is probably the expected participation rate.


Terry proposed that the time might be right for a newsletter detailing actions and sharing information.  Ideas for topics to include in the newsletter should be directed to Tom.  Hal will assist with production.

Secretary’s report:  Mary will locate a resource for designing a logo and producing caps/tshirts/sweatshirts for purchase or to give away.

Committee reports:

Lake Management Committee:  No report

Communication Committee:  Letter was sent re: wild rice as reported above.

Unfinished business:

1) Tom will contact the USFS providing Board member names and address for inclusion on mailing list to receive all notices pertaining to actions within five miles of Perch Lake and the Perch Lake watershed.  He will contact the Iron River and Kenton District, as well as the Ottawa National Forest to ensure coverage.

2) Hal and Terry will pursue having a representative from MLSA or the GLIFWC attend the Spring Board meeting.

3) Pike size limit:  Jim will be asked to contact DNR for current science regarding the size limit for Northern Pike and for pros and cons about changes to the size limit.
4) Crayfish control options:  Hal reviewed the results of the questionnaire distributed at the 2007 Annual Meeting.  Reactions were mixed, with eight responses asking for habitat improvements and seven responses opposed to the walleye spawning reef.  At our next meeting we need to clarify the trapping options and their effect, and also to address the concerns of some of the members.

New Business:

Terry reported that he had attended a meeting of three groups:  Western UP Weed and Pest Management, Invasive Species Control Coalition , and the Iron County Association of Lake Associations.

The latter meeting (Iron County Association of Lake Associations) was an initial meeting to gauge interest in further organization.  Consensus expressed at that meeting was to pursue organizing.  Terry is on the contact list for that group.  At the meeting Terry recommended to all to join the MLSA.

Invasive Species Control Coalition is a spin-off of the Western UP Weed and Pest Management group.  Grants are available given the proper authorization from these bodies.  The Board concurred that we need education regarding European millefoil and options for grants and other actions.

Land invasive species:  Dave called attention to the issue of “spotted rapeweed” a carcinogenic weed that must be pulled out when found growing.
Options for future annual meetings were discussed:  A wildlife appreciation topic, such as loons or eagles was proposed.  Terry offered to organize a potluck lunch following the meeting.
Tom asked about the plans for the East Portal Highway project, a proposal to connect 2130 to 141 at Amasa.  More information from the Road Commission is needed.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Bissey,Secretary

