Minutes
Perch Lake Owner’s Association

2009 Annual Membership Meeting
July 3, 2009
The annual meeting of the Members of the Perch Lake Owners Association was held on July 3, 2009, at 9:00 A.M. at the Quinn camp.  Hal Petrimoulx, President, called the meeting to order at 9:10 A.M.  Thirteen members of the Association were present, constituting a quorum. 
The agenda was approved as presented.  The minutes of the previous annual meeting were reviewed and approved.
President’s report:  Hal Petrimoulx reviewed recent actions taken by the Board and membership.
Secretary’s report:  Annual dues are payable today.  Mary also announced that PLOA polo shirts for adults and t-shirts for children are available for order today.

Lake Management Committee report:  Jim Notvitski was not present but sent the following information: 
· Volunteers were elicited for the Clean Boat/Clean Water Survey:  Brzinski, Swatek, Madsen, and Quinn volunteered.

· Volunteers were elicited for a survey of Eurasian Water Milfoil.
Communications Committee report:  Tom Haight reported as follows:

· PLOA driveway signs are available free to members with paid dues.  Additional signs can be purchased at $10 each.
Old Business:
Members are still encouraged to trap rusty crayfish.

Ed Scanlan reported that Dr. Lodge, Notre Dame University, says they (NDU) will not be shocking the lake this year, but will continue trapping rusty crayfish.  They consider Perch Lake as a reference lake, not at risk for decimation by rusty crayfish.  They are interested in working with any interested Perch Lake owners re: trapping and data capture.

Treasurer’s report:

Terry Read has resigned as Treasurer.  Fund balance as of May 31, 2009 was $1265.
New Business:


Election of Board members:  terms are expiring for Dave Crowe, Ed Scanlan, Chuck Swatek, and Tom Haight.  A minimum of four and maximum of six nominees are needed.  Nominations were taken from the floor.  Liz Quinn, Dave Crowe, Jim Novitsky, Ed Scanlan, Tom Haight, Chuck Swatek, and Al Madsen were nominated.  Chuck Swatek withdrew his name from nomination.  The remaining six nominees were elected with 13 votes each.  The Treasurer will be elected via an email meeting of the Board.

Dave Crowe reported on various lake monitoring projects coordinated under the auspices of the MSLA.
· Al Madsen had volunteered to assist with tests of the transparency of the lake water using a Secchi disk.  This survey is underway, with enrollments costs of $95 contributed by Dave and Helen Crowe.
· Dave requested volunteers for Water Quality Collection.  Carol Hicks, Bill Pence, and Chuck Swatek volunteered to assist.

· Other surveys, including a survey of lake vegetation are available with a small charge.  Some of the surveys require attendance at the annual MLSA meeting for training.

· Participation in other surveys, and whether to fund them, will be considered at the Fall Board meeting.

Hal reported on the status of the mining exploration of the Bates parcel.  Over 100 responses have been received by the NFS on this proposal.  Hal summarized the issues and response pattern of the NFS to those comments.  Hal will attend a meeting called by Michigan Representative Lahti on this topic on July 6.

Guest speaker:  Michelle Holley, Attorney with the National Wildlife Federation presented information about the mining exploration process and advised on possible next steps for the PLOA to take to respond to this proposal.  She encourages collaboration with other interested groups, and suggested that persistent resistance on multiple fronts is the most effective strategy in these circumstances.
The business meeting adjourned about 12:20 PM.  The meeting was followed by a potluck picnic hosted at the Pat and Alan Madsen camp, by the Madsens and the Quinns.  Many thanks to the Madsens and the Quinns for their hospitality!  A good time with delicious food was enjoyed by all who attended.  The picnic was highlighted with an parade of Quinns led by bagpiper Joe Quinn, and a leisurely ‘fly-over’ by the official Perch Lake bald eagle.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Bissey,Secretary

