Minutes
Perch Lake Owner’s Association

2008 Annual Membership Meeting
July 5, 2008

The annual meeting of the Members of the Perch Lake Owners Association was held on July 5, 2008, at 9:00 A.M. at the Iron River Township Hall.  Hal Petrimoulx, President, called the meeting to order at 9:14 A.M.  Thirteen members of the Association were present, constituting a quorum.
The agenda was approved as presented.  The minutes of the previous annual meeting were reviewed and approved.
Treasurer’s report:  Terry Read submitted a report summarizing the financial summary for 7/1/07 to 7/1/08.  Expenses for the period totaled $241.98; the current balance is $775.88.  A member requested an itemization of expenses.  Terry will compile an itemized report and email to members.

President’s report:  Hal Petrimoulx reviewed actions taken by the Board and membership as follows:

· Wild rice letter submitted

· Membership in the MLSA was established

· Notre Dame assessment of the rusty crayfish population in Perch Lake shows that it is stable but the recommendation is to continue trapping

· Board of Directors are now on the National Forest Service mailing list

· PLOA is now a member of the cooperative weed and pest management area sponsored by the USDA

· Public opposition to the rezoning proposal in Bates Township was successful
· Website now has links to GLIFWIC and a loan/share page.  Members were encouraged to send items of interest to Hal

Lake Management Committee report:  Jim Notvitski was not present but sent the following information:

· DNR funding for the spawning reef was canceled

· Bait dealers must now be certified; when buying bait make sure your supplier is certified

· The results of last year’s rusty crayfish survey showed that most members were in favor of habitat improvement to manage and control the population

· Proposed changes in the size limits for Northern Pike were not implemented.  No change was made.

· Signs at the boat landing re: catch and release of rock bass would not be favored by the DNR as they have no evidence that the population of fish in Perch Lake is unbalanced

· There have been some unconfirmed reports of Eurasian Milfoil in the lake

Communications Committee report:  Tom Haight reported as follows:

· Requested that anyone interested in helping with communication efforts such as a newsletter to contact him

· It seems apparent that the county does not have the funding to do the East Portal Road project.  Tom has written to the County Road Commissioner for information.  He asks that anyone who might hear more about the road to contact him.

Old Business:  No old business was presented.

New Business:


Election of Board members:  terms are expiring for Terry Read, Carl Treankler, and Mary Bissey.  Nominations were taken from the floor.  Terry Read, Carl Treankler, and Mary Bissey were nominated.  No other nominations were put forward.  All nominees were elected with 13 votes each.

MLSA resolution on Road-End legislation:  MLSA is asking local lake associations to oppose legislation that would allow non-riparians to establish landings, swim areas, etc. at locations where a public road terminates at riparian property.  While no such road seems to exist on Perch Lake, the membership voted unanimously to express its opposition.


Caps with the PLOA logo were presented to the membership.  Discussion ensued on disposition of the caps.  A motion was made and passed unanimously to pay for the caps, at $10 each, $3 over the cost.  Suggestions for other items such as t-shirts and sweat shirts were made.  The membership also suggested that we copyright the logo.  Mary Bissey will pursue all suggestions and share information via the website.

Motion to adjourn at 10:08 A.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Bissey,Secretary

Following the business portion of the meeting, Bob Evans, with the Ottawa National Forest was introduced to present special information about Eurasian Milfoil, an invasive species appearing in lakes in the area.  Some of the information he shared:
· Eurasian Milfoil can start growing from a small fragment, usually carried into the area on a boat, and takes hold near a boat landing.

· It grows well in shallow lakes with soft bottoms.

· It is a strong grower that starts growing under the ice.

· Eradication is difficult; control methods are hand-pulling, chemical (2-4D) or by a new method of biological control using weevils.

The NFS has not found Eurasian Milfoil at Perch Lake yet, but Bob offered to check the lake in the next few weeks, and to show members how to identify the plant.

